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Monthly Meeting: Mesa Community College (FREE PARKING!)  

Elsner LibraryñCommunity Room 

1833 West Southern Ave.  Mesa, AZ  85202 

Thursday, March 10, 2011  

7pm Program: òEcoScraps: recycled food waste into high quality soil 

amendmentsó.  Anthony McDonald from EcoScraps will speak on his company and 

product line.   

 

Thanks to our supporters!!!  

       Thanks to Mickey Kundrat for providing this monthôs auction and garden pictures. 
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A FAIR PRICE IS THE HIGHEST  ONE  A  GARDENER CAN BE INDUCED TO PAY 

Auctioneers, Mike Jepsen and LerRoy Brady 

Signing in and getting a bidderõs number 

Alta Russell keeping numbers 

Linda  Ahlborn and SallyCrofford  

Angela and Jan helping with bidding 
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Judy Johnson helping a friend  

Lynn Twitchell, tea table artist  

Cindy Jespen, power point expert  

Products to buy  

CHECKING BIDS 

Helen Baird, tea tasting  

Silent auction roses  
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Ryan Regehr, rose auction chairman,with 

Jimmy Tribby and Cheryl Doan  

BIDDERS AT THE READY  

THE BORES FAMILY  

CHERYL & RYAN OUT BIDDING EACH OTHER  

Listening for the next item  

Bidders and helpers  

Wonderful power point for bidders  
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January 2011  Presidentõs Message 

Steve Sheard, President MEVRS 

Presidents Message  

March 2011 

THANK  YOU to Ryan and his team for pulling off yet another successful Rose Auc-
tion. This has become our major fund raiser for our society and every year Ryan 
gets a little more creative. He is already planning on changes for next year, if you 
have an idea or thought, I know Ryan would like to hear from you. Thank you to 
everyone who helped move a rose, answer a question or even for coming and buying 
your roses at the auction, we truly appreciate all the involvement.  

 

THANK YOU to all those that helped prune our MCC Rose Garden this year. I am 
sure you all had as good a time as myself talking roses to others, and finding out 
you were not the only person with a rose bush that does not grow per the book!  

 

March is the month for maintenance. It is about the only time you can get into your 
rose garden without getting torn up, or at least less!! Spend a weekend and check 
your watering systems, you will not regret it.  

 

April is a busy month for those wanting to look at roses and show off their own. We 
have three shows, Glendale, Scottsdale and Phoenix. We have changed dates for the 
MEVRS Rose Garden Tour.  The new date is November 13, 2011. 

 

We are coming up to election time for the officers of the board. We are always in-
terested in having someone new join us and provide a different perspective. We will 
be forming a nominating committee. If you are interested in either being on the 
nominating committee or running for the board, please speak to any of the 
current board members.  

 

Steve Sheard 
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Soil Analysis vs. Tissue Analysis  

Iôve been an Agricultural Consultant for the past 40 years and 

have taken many soil and tissue samples out in the crop fields 

of Arizona.  In our rose garden Iôve taken a few soil samples 

and more tissue samples over the past 10 years.  Our Consult-

ing Rosarian handbook recommends soil sampling but does not 

mention tissue sampling.  So, what is bestðsoil testing, tissue 

testing, both, or none?  Here is my recommendation.  

First of all, realize that when you get results from a soil or tis-

sue test it is only a snapshot of that moment.    Nutrient avail-

ability is constantly changing, both in the soil and in the plant. 

Second, and most important, just because a nutrient is availa-

ble in the soil, does not mean that the plant can pick up that 

nutrient and utilize it.  

Soil samples are good to take when you are starting a new 

garden; it gives you a bench mark of what is in the soil.  Itôs 

always good to know where your starting point is.  In an es-

tablished garden I believe the only         information that is of 

value is pH and free lime (the amount of available calcium).  

The pH for roses needs to be adjusted to 6.0ð6.5, where nu-

trients are more available when present.  Free lime content 

tells you whether to use sulfur or gypsum to do the adjusting 

with.  (<1% free lime = use gypsum; >1% free lime = use 

sulfur).  

You will notice that I did not mention anything about nutrient 

numbers on the soil analysis.  Two major     elements that 

plants need are potassium and calcium.  When I have com-

pared my soil analysis with my tissue analysis, 9 times out of 

10 I have seen the soil analysis come back with adequate po-

tassium and calcium, but the tissue analysis showed a deficien-

cy in those        nutrients.  This is why I would rather trust a 

tissue analysis over a soil analysis.  To get the most out of a 

tissue analysis it would be best to take two sample per year: 

late April and late November. 

Soil Sample: Take a core 2ò-10ò deep in 8-10 different spots 

Tissue Sample: 75ð80, 5 leaflet leaves (youngest fully ma-

ture); usually the 2nd or 3rd leaflet leaf from the growing tip                           

                          IAS Laboratories:  

 2515 E. University Drive  

Phoenix, AZ  85034  

602 -273 -7248  

Composting...is what you 

get when yard and garden 

debris, kitchen scraps and 

other organic materials have 

completely broken down into 

a rich, dark, crumbly material.  

Gardeners call it òblack goldó    

because it is so rich in nutri-

ents and adds so much value when added to your soil. 

This is a huge topic with many variations but I wanted 

to touch on some of the basic tools that most garden-

ers use for composting in their own gardens. 

First there is the design of the composter... 

¶ Wire composters are inexpensive and simple to 

build 

¶ Wood framed composters are more sturdy, can be 

made with scrap wood, but definitely take some 

engineering and tool usage 

¶ Plastic bins are popular for people wanting to pur-

chase a composter; they are neat, tidy and light-

weight 

¶ Tumbling bins are a bit more expensive but allow 

you to aerate the compost with minimal effort 

 

 

 Then there are the accessoriesé 

¶ Compost turning tools used to aerate your com-

post 

¶ Sifting screens to separate out the large chunks 

and the unwanted material 

¶ Compost thermometers to control how active, 

steady, or hot your compost pile is 

 

Tool Tips  

by Cindy Jepsen 

Product Guide for Roses 

by Mike Jepsen 

http://flickr.com/photos/cogdog/2523436670/
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     MARCH ROSE CARE 

The pruning and mulching of your rose garden should be finished by March. 

Your roses are bursting with new growth and soon the first blooms will appear. Now is an important time to 

watch for insects and diseases that attack the new growth.  

Aphids:  They attack new growth and can come overnight. You can hose off your roses with a strong spray of 

water every few days or you can use an insecticide such as Merit or Green Light Tree and Shrub Systemic Insect 

Killer. Both products contain the ingredient imidacloprid , however, the Green Light product is more economi-

cal. 

Thrips:  These tiny insects invade the buds on your roses and cause brown edge damage to the petals. They 

are attracted to light colored blooms but will damage dark colored blooms as well. Use a handheld spray bottle 

for your insecticide and spray only the buds rather than the whole plant. Start spraying as soon as you have pea 

sized buds and as often as directions state on the container of insecticide. Bayer Advanced Rose and Flower In-

sect Killer is a product to use if you have only a small garden. For larger gardens, Green Light Lawn & Garden 

Spray with Spinosad or another product called Captain Jack Dead Bug can be used. 

Powdery Mildew:  It looks like a dusty white film on the new growth and causes leaves to curl. Many keep 

powdery mildew under control by hosing off their roses. Be sure and do this during the time of day when the 

plants dry off quickly. Fungicides such as Funginex or Banner Maxx can be used to prevent  mildew. Another 

product for mildew is Eagle 20 from Rosemania. 

Fertilizer:  Now is the time to push growth to have the best and biggest blooms in April. Use an inorganic water 

soluble fertilizer such as Miracle Gro or Magnum Grow. Apply 1½ gallons to hybrid teas & grandifloras, 1 gallon 

to floribundas, ½ gallon to miniatures and potted roses. If you want an inorganic granular fertilizer, many are 

using Arizonaôs Best Citrus Food. Mike Jepsen suggested in his last monthôs garden column to use 2/3-1 cup 

every 30 days. Half that rate for potted roses.  

Once you have pea sized buds, add 1 Tablespoon of Fish Emulsion to one gallon of water and apply to your ros-

es.  Fish emulsion helps add color to the blooms.  

Remember: Always water before and after you fertilize   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROSE CARE CORNER for March 

by Phyllis Henslin, Consulting Rosarian 

Rose pictured:  Gentle Giant  
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MINIATURE AND MINIFLORA HALL OF FAME  

by Marylou Coffman, Consulting Rosarian 

DICK CLARK 

 

 

Dick Clark is a Grandiflora , and is con-

sidered to be one of the most beautiful 

roses on the market in a long time.  Dark 

red buds spiral open to show off edges 

swirled in cream and washed with vibrant 

cherry pink.  As the bloom opens, the 

petals blush burgundy and finish a deep 

dark red.  A beautiful, colorful display, with 

blooms that are 4-5 inches across having 25-30 petals each. No two 

blooms look alike and boast single blooms as well as sprays.  A nice long 

stem makes this a perfect rose to add to a bouquet for you, a neighbor or 

friend. This would make a great entry to one of the Spring Rose Shows.   

Dick Clark  is an upright bush growing to 5 or 6 feet , has wonderful dark 

shiny green foliage, moderate cinnamon spice fragrance  and it is very vig-

orous and easy to grow.  

This comes from a parentage of Fourth of July and an unknown seedling 

and  was hybridized by Tom Carruth and Christian Bedard of Weeks  

Roses.  

It has  grown in our test garden for two years and did very well in our hot, 

dry summers; however, the colors are more vibrant in cooler weather. 

You can see this bush which is now being grown in both the  AARS bed in 

phase four as well as bed K in phase two.  

It can be found at most of the local nurseries. 



MARCH 2011 Rose Lore Page 9 

 

 

Musing from the Rose Garden 

by Mickey Kundrat, Volunteer Coordinator  

I just finished reading a fictional story about spring being just around the corner.   Then 

our local weathermen reported something about a freeze tonight.   Oh well! This winter 

pruning season has turned out great for the garden, thanks to all of the volunteer hours 

spent getting the rose bushes in shape for the spring bloom.  

 

Here's some statistics from the garden so far up to Feb. 25th, 2011:  

 

  1,234 hours of volunteer work  

 

  768 members in our database  

 

  600 new rose bushes ( some to be planted this weekend )  

 

  many trees had their canopy lifted for more sun on our roses  

 

  80 yards of compost has been sold or placed in the garden ( more coming next week )  

   

  60 gallons of water, coffee, tea & hot chocolate  

 

  1 gallon of perspiration ( it was a cold winter )  

 

  12 worn out pair of gloves ( more if you folks take the duct tape off )  

 

  9 band aids/neosporen -- 6 tweezer aids  

 

 4,219 photos of garden characters  

   

  420   YES !   420   Krispy Kreme donuts ( "will prune for donuts" ) (where are the shirts?)  

 

  Lots of laughs, new friends, re -acquaintances and a Rose Garden to be proud of  

 

  

 

Please stop and smell our roses -- in April !!  

 

Mickey Kundrat, Volunteer Coordinator  
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